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Lhe power contained 1n the seed or
an idea and the impact it can have

is often not known for a while. For
Paul W. Gamertsfelder (BS’54),
affectionately known as Dr. Paul in
the mission community, the idea was
to combine his love of travel with
mission work. In November 2009, he
will lead a mission trip to Jamaica,
bringing the number of mission trips
he has led to well over 60.

Dr. Paul grew up in Coshocton, Ohio
during the Depression, the third of
five children born to Salvation Army
housewife and a Methodist railroad
worker, who bought and fixed up
houses to support his family. The
couple raised Paul in the Coshocton
Church of the Nazarene.

Paul loved music from early in

life, earning a first chair position
playing French horn as a high school
sophomore, and learning to play

keyboard. After graduating from Coshocton High School, he
attended Olivet Nazarene University, and ultimately earned a
degree from Franklin University, before attending Ohio State.
He had originally planned to enter dentistry, but the counsel
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commitment to fulfilling

God’s call on his life, it's like
trying to count the grains

of sand on a beach; simply
immeasurable. Fortunately,
I’'m on the list of multitudes
that have been eternally
changed by the ripple effect
from Dr. Paul putting action to
his faith and vision."

Doug McCloy, 0D"95
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of a girl named Janet, who would later become his wife,
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optometry practice in the mid 1990’s.

His mission story began in 1968 when
he became the first man to break the
gender barrier for the District Council
and General Council (National)
Nazarene World Missionary Society
(NWMS) for the Church of the
Nazarene. Prior to that time, mission
work was the exclusive purview of
women in the church. His goal and
passion was to get men involved in
mission work. He has been a member
of Shepherd Church of the Nazarene
since 1950, where he served as a Church
Board member, Christian Life Director,
Sunday School teacher, building
committee member for the present
church in Gahanna, Ohio in 1963, choir
member, and organist for 35 years.

The first trip that he took was to
Panama and was named Men in
Missions in 1973. The name was

intended to emphasize the role of men in mission work. That first
trip was an evangelistic trip. It was conducted in cooperation with
two missionaries and had the intent of witnessing the Gospel to the
Guayime and Choco Indians. It took a fair amount of persuasion
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